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12 Nine PR Pitches that Actually Worked on 
Me, a Cynical Former Tech Reporter



About dot me
• Developer Relations (blog!) at Tailscale

• Note: not a comms/PR guy!
• Formerly writer at:

• Ars Technica, iFixit, Wirecutter, Fast 
Company, Fortune, Popular Science, Men's 
Journal

• Syracuse > Buffalo > D.C.
• Go Bills



1. Provide 
early/beta access 
(and play it up)
#Deadline

#Snacks



2. Help them count 
to three (or five)
#Deadline

#Lazy



3. Direct dev access (what could it hurt?)
#Unique

#Depth



4. Buck the "total solution" trend
#Snarky

#Unique



5. Junket or site 
visit (they can sell 
their boss)
#Snacks

#Ambitious



6. Real users or customers who will speak
#Unique

#Deadline



THEME ALERT:
Detail is the soul of narrative



7. Precision target 
their beat correctly

#Snarky

#Ambitious



8. Fridays & holiday weekends: a tricky wicket



9. If it's a video, send a transcript
#Non-video

#Deadline



3 bonus pitches: thepurdman.com/3more

kevinp@tailscale.com

ThePurdman.com


